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In Brazil's first elections using electronic voting booths and allowing incumbent mayors to run for
re-election, voters rewarded municipal leaders who govern well and punished politicians known for
their scandalous rule. In the first round, opposition parties including the Partido dos Trabalhadores
(PT), Partido Democratico Trabalhista (PDT), Partido Socialista Brasiliero (PSB), Partido Popular
Socialista (PPS), and Partido Comunista do Brasil (PCdoB) received 6.951 million more votes than in
1996, a 37.87% increase.
"Obviously, this is related to national policies," said federal Deputy Jose Dirceu of the PT. "It
reflects a national movement against corruption, impunity, and the policies of [President] Fernando
Henrique [Cardoso]'s administration." In President Cardoso's view, "This was not a plebiscite for or
against the [federal] government."
While the opposition's share of votes increased from 24% to 29%, political parties of the governing
coalition Partido da Social Democracia Brasiliera (PSDB), Partido do Movimento Democratico
Brasiliero (PMDB), Partido da Frente Liberal (PFL), Partido Progressista Brasiliero (PPB), and Partido
Trabalhista Brasliero (PTB) retained a strong majority with 62% of the votes, although this was down
from 67% in 1996.
Among the opposition parties, the PT made the most impressive gains. By toning down its radical
discourse and emphasizing its ability to administer fairly and ethically, the left-wing party received
more than double the number of votes it received in the previous municipal elections. "It was the
biggest political victory in our history," rejoiced Alozio Mercadante, PT leader in the lower house.
The party that received the biggest defeat was the PPB, whose polemical leader Paulo Maluf will
face Marta Suplicy (PT) in second-round elections for mayor of Sao Paulo. First Round Results Of
the 26 state capitals, 15 were decided in the first round.
According to the 1988 Constitution, in the 57 cities that have a population of more than 200,000
people, if no candidate receives an absolute majority, a runoff must be held between the two top
candidates. Of the 31 cities slated for a second round on Oct. 29, the PT is competing in 16. The
Constitution also allows elected officials to run for another office without resigning. The only city
where a PT mayor was elected in the first round was in Aracaju, the capital of Sergipe state.
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The party's most important victory was in Sao Paulo, where Marta Suplicy took 38% of the votes
versus 17.3% for Maluf, who edged past Vice Gov. Geraldo Alckmin (PSDB) by 6,000 votes to ensure
a place in the runoff. In Rio de Janeiro, the PT candidate, Vice Gov. Benedita da Silva, came in a
close third. The PT will figure in runoff elections in six capital cities. In all, the country's largest
opposition party elected 173 mayors nationwide, compared with 1996 when it elected 111, and it has
the chance to elect another 16.
Most notable was the party's growth in the country's major cities. "The elections demonstrate that
we are entering a mature phase," said Tarso Genro, the PT candidate favored to win the runoff in
Porto Alegre, capital of Rio Grande do Sul state. "The victory is the final step in a difficult process to
learn how to continue being a party for social mobilization, in opposition to a particular model, and,
at the same time, show ourselves as a party of government, of responses to problems of society." The
country's other major left-wing party, the PPS, also made impressive gains.
Though the wife of Ciro Gomes the party's 1998 presidential candidate lost in Fortaleza, in Ceara
state, the party saw its support multiply sixfold. The party also elected 164 mayors, mainly in small
and medium- sized cities, compared with 32 in 1996. The PFL, led by Antonio Carlos Magalhaes
known as the King of Bahia saw its position strengthened.
Among the 390 Bahia municipalities the party won was the capital city of Salvador where Antonio
Imbassahy was re-elected by a clear majority. Throughout the country, the party won 1,025 cities,
up from 928 in 1996. In Rio, Mayor Luiz Conde, with 34.69%, faces a runoff against Cesar Maia of the
PTB, with 23.04%.
President Cardoso's party, the PSDB, performed better than expected. The party elected four mayors
in capital cities and will compete in the runoff in Belo Horizonte, the country's third-largest city and
capital of Minas Gerais state. Nationwide, the PSDB increased the number of municipalities it will
run from 910 to 984. The other main party of the governing coalition, the PMDB, elected the largest
number of mayors throughout the country, 1,252. However, this is less than the 1,288 it elected in
1996.
Though faring well in 62 larger cities and having a chance for an additional nine, the PMDB's power
has been waning since its peak in the 1970s. Only 4.25% more voters gave their support to the party
in this election than in 1996.

Tensions between Cardoso and Senate president
Saying that the strong gains of opposition parties in the first round should be a warning for Cardoso,
political heavyweight Magalhaes recommended changes in the president's Cabinet. "The PT made
gains because of the disastrous performance of Cardoso's ministers," including Health Minister Jose
Serra, Justice Minister Jose Gregori, and Integration Minister Fernando Bezerra, said Magalhaes.
"No one tells the president of the republic what to do," Cardoso responded angrily. "Not even
people who think they are very powerful."
Magalhaes then accused the president of being "authoritarian" and "drunk on power." The
latest war of words stems from the two politicians' desire to increase their power base within the
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governing coalition in 2001 the last opportunity to pass important political, social security, and fiscal
reforms before the 2002 presidential elections. While Cardoso is moving toward sacking Magalhaes'
friends in the Cabinet and supporting the candidacy of Magalhaes' arch rival Sen. Jader Barbalho
(PMDB) for the presidency of the upper house, Magalhaes is working to put one of his confidants in
his place as Senate president when his term expires next year.

Is this the end of Malufismo?
In the heated race for second place in the Sao Paulo mayor's race, long-time political boss and
former Sao Paulo mayor Paulo Maluf (1994-1996) demonstrated his staying power despite numerous
investigations into misuse of public funds during his administration and that of his protege Mayor
Celso Pitta of the Partido Trabalhista Nacional (PTN). While campaigning for Pitta, Maluf said, "If
you do not like his mandate, do not ever vote me in."
Maluf ended up with 17.3% of the votes. Now Maluf campaigns on the slogan, "If I made a mistake,
let me fix it." Despite retaining a substantial amount of support, the controversial political figure has
a disapproval rating of 50%. Though the PPB remains part of the governing coalition that returned
Cardoso to power in 1998, the PSDB, PMDB, and PFL refuse to support Maluf in the Sao Paulo
runoff.
Gov. Mario Covas and other important PSDB figures have decided to formally back Suplicy, despite
her party's fierce opposition to Cardoso and his policies. "In 1998, the president did not face a
second round against Lula [PT presidential candidate Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva] because Sao Paulo,
with my help, gave him 60% of the votes," said Maluf in an interview with ISTOE magazine. He also
criticized Cardoso's party, calling the PSDB the rescue party for bankers.
Many members of the business elite have also switched allegiance to the more moderate PT
candidate Suplicy. Mario Amato, who said in 1998 that the business class would exit in mass if
Lula were elected president, now backs Suplicy against Maluf, as does industrial magnate Antonio
Ermirio de Moraes. Another measure of Maluf's fall was the Sao Paulo City Council election. Many
allies of Maluf and Pitta were voted out of office.
Maluf saw the PPB, although maintaining a strong presence in the interior of the state, drop from 10
seats to six on the Sao Paulo City Council. Jose Eduardo Cardozo of the PT, who led the investigation
into a racketeering scheme among Sao Paulo law-enforcement officials and council members,
received 229,494 votes, more than any City Council candidate.
By adding seven new council members to its re-elected nine, the PT increased its block to 16 and
now becomes the largest party on the City Council. Just over half the incumbents 28 of 55 were reelected.

Other Highlights
Within the opposition block, the two-time governor of Rio de Janeiro state, Leonal Brizola of the
PDT, decided to run for mayor of Rio de Janeiro instead of backing Benedita de Silva. That decision
was key in da Silva's not making the runoff. Now Brizola is threatening to expel Rio de Janeiro Gov.
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Anthony Garantinho from the party for backing Cesar Maia of the PTB in the runoff against Conde
of the PFL. If Garantinho leaves, he could take two-thirds of the party with him and join the PSB.
The PTB has also split from the PT in Rio Grande do Sul state, where the PT's Tarso Genro barely
missed the 50% needed to capture the state's capital Porto Alegre in the first round. While municipal
elections often provide a preview of forthcoming presidential elections, the latest results do not
necessarily put the opposition in a favorable position for the presidential race. More important is
political jockeying within the governing alliance to determine the political agenda for next year.

-- End --
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